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TWO BEACON BIOGRAPHIES. 
Louis Agassiz. By Alice Bache Gould. Boston: Small, Maynard & Co. 

Many men rise to scientific eminence in their own country, 
and some are so fortunate as to be world-known and highly 
esteemed. Few there are who attain this goal as true citi- 
zens of more than one country, and they belong to the world. 
Agassiz is one of these few, and the author of this little vol- 
ume has given a charming account of his life, his personali- 
ty, and just enough of his work and teaching to inspire the 
student of nature with the desire to know more of him. In 
this the bien etre of the biography has been achieved. By 
temperament, by education, and by environment Agassiz 
was a naturalist, and, happily for him and the world, his work 
was done at a time when nature was just beginning to be 
studied in a truly scientific manner. The position that the 
science of biology, in its widest sense, holds at the present 
time is due to men like Agassiz, Cuvier, Von Humboldt, Dar- 
win, Spencer, and others. They were pioneers, and each has 
bequeathed laws which are regarded as almost immutable in 
biology. Agassiz may have differed in his views and teach- 
ing as to the laws of evolution, the origin of species, and the 
like, but his deductions based on investigation have given 
such an impetus to true scientific study in this country that 
he may be considered the leader, if not originator, of inves- 
tigation in America. Although an eminent Swiss, a world- 
known American, his lasting memorial will be this stimulus 
to accuracy and investigation — a more lasting fame and a 
greater gift to science than any monumental work. 

The author is to be congratulated in presenting such a 
stimulating, pleasant, and acceptable essay to the public. 

Wm. B. Hall. 

Father Hecker. By Henry D. Sedgwick, Jr. Boston: Small, Maynard 
& Co. 

The editor of this series has continued his plan of select- 
ing subjects of very wide appeal; for, as the author remarks 
in the preface, " no one who feels an interest in the religious 
and spiritual condition of the country can fail to take hope 



